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The Core Curriculum for Arts in Health Professionals aims to educate around best practices and
the application of the Code of Ethics and Standards for Arts in Health Professionals in the
United States of America. The curriculum is a compilation of over 60 individuals from across the
U.S.A. The writers represent varied and diverse backgrounds.

The goal of the core curriculum is to serve as a repository of history, terminology, best
practices, protocols, and resources from the field of arts in health. It serves as a resource for
artists, arts administrators, educators, art consultants, art agencies, and intended audiences,
from artists new to the field and seasoned arts in health professionals.

Arts in health professionals are “individuals including but not limited to artists and arts
administrators who apply their professional knowledge and skills to enhance health and well-
being through the arts, ensuring participant safety and program effectiveness, and working
within their qualifications from experience, training, and education” (NOAH, 2018, p.5)

The applications of this resource are numerous. In academia, the core curriculum can support
course development and the creation of certificates and degrees. Academic degrees and
certification credibility should positively influence job creation, program development, and
community partnerships. These advanced degrees and, eventually, a national certification exam
will provide arts in health professionals with the necessary training and skills to practice safely
and effectively.

Throughout this text, you will see professional practice for arts in health professionals. This
term replaces “scope of practice” which refers to clinical teams, such as the creative and
expressive art therapies. Scope of practice is reserved for the clinical application of the arts in
seeking measurable health outcomes. Arts in health professional practice is informed by the
National Organization for Arts in Health’s (NOAH) Code of Ethics and Standards for Arts in
Health Professionals, which identifies specific competencies, actions, processes, and
procedures that the arts in health professional uphold.
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